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Abstract

Background: Medical errors represent a serious problem for intensive care and increase the length of
stay and mortality. Tracking of medical errors in hospital have focused on voluntary reporting of
errors, but 10 to 20 % of errors are ever reported and, of those, 90-95 percent cause no harm to patients.
This study was conducted to recognition and analysis medical errors in Intensive Care Unit by GTT in
2019.

Materials & Methods: This study was a retrospective descriptive-experimental and was conducted
in the Intensive Care Unit of a public hospital in Tehran. In 2019 for 13 weeks,127 records were
separately reviewed by two nurses by using the IHI checklist and final confirmation was performed by
the physician. The data were analyzed by SPSS 22 software.

Results. 622 triggers, 277 adverse events related to triggers, 121 adverse events without trigger and
totally 398 adverse events were identified in ICU. 93 records from 127 records had adverse events. The
incidence rate of adverse events was 73/2%, 3/13 adverse events per patient and the incidence rate was
24/8 adverse events per 100 patients-day. The most frequency of events and harms were respectively
related to care, intensive care, surgery and medication modules.

Conclusion. According to the result of patient records reviewing and the high rate of AEs that
required intervention and also the result of similar study, we can state this tool is more reliable than
other methods to detect AEs, such as voluntary reporting of error.

Keywords : Medical Error, Adverse Event, Intensive care, Global Trigger Tool
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